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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The present Office action is made in response to the amendment filed on 
3/8/2004. It is noted that in the mentioned amendment, applicant has made 
amendments to the specification and to claim 1. The pending claims 1-8 are 
reexamined in this Office action. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification which is amended by the amendment has not been 
checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible minor errors. 
Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may 
become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 1-6 and 8, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stout (U.S. Patent No. 4,822,157, of record) in view of Falge (U.S. Patent No. 
1,768,354, of record). 

Stout discloses a mirror assembly for use with a school bus wherein the mirror 
assembly is attached to a front fender of the bus for the purpose of providing the 
driver of the bus visual access to the area in front of the school bus as well as to 
the sides of the bus. The mirror assembly as stated at column 2 and shown in 
figure 1 comprises a mirror element (26) having an oval ellipsoidal shape and 
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configured as a convex, generally dome shaped and contiguous mirror surface 
with its contoured outer surface facing in a direction of the driver. The mirror 
assembly is secured to a mirror pole (20) via a securing means (48, 50, 52). The 
mirror pole (20) in turn is inherently secured to the front fender of the school bus. 
See column 3 and fig. 1 . As such, the mirror assembly provided by Stout meets 
all of the limitations of the device as claimed except a portion of the mirror 
element being treated for reducing glare. 

The treatment on a portion of the mirror element, in particular, on an upper 
portion of the mirror, for the purpose of reducing glare is known to one skilled in 
the art as can be seen in the optical system provided by Falge. In particular, 
Falge discloses a mirror system having a mirror surface wherein the upper 
portion of the mirror is treated to reduce glare without rendering the treated 
portion opaque as to be non-reflective. See Falge, page 2 and fig. 8, for example. 
Regarding to the dimension/size of the portion being treated (36) for reducing 
glare, in the embodiment of figure 8, the treated portion has an area of one-half 
of the upper one-third of the mirror (see page 2, column 2, lines 93-1 01 ). See 
also In re Wertheim, 541 F. 2d 257, 191 USPQ 90 (CCPA 1976), "the disclosure 
in the prior art of any value within a claimed range is an anticipation of that 
range." See also, Titanium Metals Corporation of America, 227 USPQ 773 
(Fed. Cir. 1985), In re Petering, 301 F. 2d 676, 133 USPQ 275 (CCPA 1962). It 
is noted that the treated portion is located in spaced relation to and not in contact 
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with any portion of the uppermost peripheral edge of the mirror surface along the 
vertical direction of the mirror surface. 

Regarding to the feature that the treated portion is located in the area defined 
from an uppermost position on the contoured mirror surface and the so-called a 
"curved line which begins and ends on the peripheral edge and which curves 
relative to a straight line which bisects the mirror surface", such a feature is 
readable from the mirror having treated portion provided by Falge. In other 
words, one skilled in the art will recognize that (s)he can drawn any curved line in 
the area defined between the bottom edge of the treated portion (36) and a 
straight line which bisects the mirror surface. Applicant should note that such a 
curved line as recited is merely that of an imaginary line, not a physical line or 
resulted from a mechanical construction/structure of the mirror surface. 
With regard to the feature concerning the formation of the coating band as 
recited in claim 4, such a feature is directed to a method step and thus is not 
given a patentable weight. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mirror assembly provided by Stout by making a 
portion of the upper one-third of the mirror as a treated portion for reducing glare. 
5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stout in 
view of Falge as applied to claiml above with or without Malifaud (U.S. Patent No. 
3,199,114, of record). 
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The combined product as provided by Stout and Falge as described above 
meets all of the features recited in present claim 7 except the treated portion is 
located on one side relative to the minor axis of the mirror surface. However, 
such an arrangement of a treated portion with respect to the area of an optical 
element having a substantially oval shape as claimed is merely that of a 
preferred embodiment and no criticality has been disclosed. The support for this 
conclusion is found in the present specification in which applicant has taught that 
the treated portion is extended on both side of the minor surface as can be seen 
in the embodiment described at pages 4-5 and illustrated in present figure 2A- 
2C. Furthermore, the use of an anti-glare portion which is located on one side of 
an optical element having an oval shape and on a side relative to a minor axis of 
the optical element is known to one skilled in the art as can be seen in the anti- 
glare system provided by Malifaud. See column 5 and fig. 5. Thus, absent any 
showing of criticality, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the teaching, i.e., use the antiglare portion 
on just one side of an optical element as suggested by Malifaud in the combined 
product provided by Stout and Falge by using a portion on just one side of the 
minor axis of a mirror surface which portion is necessary to the driver's field of 
view as a treated portion for reducing glare and simultaneously reducing the 
manufacture cost. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 03/08/2004 have been fully considered but they 

are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the combined art does not disclose the invention as 

claimed, see amendment, page 7. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the 

applicant for the following reasons. 

First, the examiner does not agree with the applicant's opinion about the 
structure of the mirror assembly provided by Falge. While the mirror of Falge is 
able to pivot for daylight viewing and for nighttime viewing; however, in use, for 
instance, in the nighttime viewing, the mirror of Falge is a single mirror which 
provide a wide field of view of a single screen in which a portion of the screen is 
viewed by the reflection of light from a portion of outer surface of the mirror which 
is treated and the other portion of the screen is viewed by the reflection of light 
from the other portion of the outer surface which is not being treated. Applicant is 
respectfully invited to review the embodiment shown in figure 8 of Falge which 
discloses that the lower portion of the 1/3 upper portion of the mirror is treated. 
Such portion cannot be a separated mirror. 

Second, regarding to the applicant's argument relating to the feature that 
the treated portion is located in the area defined from an uppermost position on 
the contoured mirror surface and the so-called a "curved line which begins and 
ends on the peripheral edge and which curves relative to a straight line which 
bisects the mirror surface", such a feature is readable from the mirror having 
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treated portion provided by Falge. In other words, one skilled in the art will 
recognize that (s)he can drawn any curved line in the area defined between the 
bottom edge of the treated portion (36) and a straight line which bisects the 
mirror surface. Applicant should note that such a curved line as recited is merely 
that of an imaginary line, not a physical line or resulted from a mechanical 
construction/structure of the mirror surface. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thong Q Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2316. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Drew A Dunn can be reached on (571 ) 272-2312. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR sy^em, contacfthe Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), [j 




Thong P Nguyen 
Primary Examiner] 
Art Unit 2872 



